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The study area encompasses areas of land which have particular values and levels of importance. The map op-
posite shows these areas and their physical connection with the study area. 

Department of Conservation:
Department of Conservation (DOC) Land is seen to the left of the area which is Lake Sumner Conservation 
Park. This land has natural significance, some of which is within the Mandamus Catchment. In the top of the 
Catchment is Lochiel Run also owned by DOC. Some of this land is also within the Catchment.

Queen Elizabeth National Trust:
The QE II National Trust has a registered open space covenant known as the Mandamus Preservation Reserve 
owned by Island Hills Station Limited. The size of the covenant is 600.9470 hectares and was registered on 2 
November 1992.

Hurunui District Plan:
There are areas which the Hurunui District Council in its Plan outlines as being either outstanding landscape 
(OL) or significant natural areas. These significant natural areas are Awatui Bush, Home Bush, Gills Bush and 
Coal Creek Bush. They are within or near the Catchment. 

The area in the upper region of the Dove River is within the Outstanding Landscape as defined in the Hurunui 
District Plan, the rest of the Mandamus Catchment has not received this classification. 
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Today the Mandamus Catchment is a diverse and beautiful area of high country. Upon leaving state highway 7, 
Tekoa Road leads up past the Balmoral Block, forestry works and other farms and stations until the tarseal peters 
out and the gravel continues, winding up the valley. Once over the first bridge you squeeze through the gorge with 
its striking rocky vertical sides. The rocky formations above the incised Mandamus River reveal past geological 
movements of rock landslides and tectonic uplift which has occurred. The Mandamus River sits below the road; a 
farmer on horseback moves a small herd of cattle up the braided river bed. Old buildings and old farm equipment 
relics, large barns, men working and barking dogs greet you, providing a snippet into a long tradition of a rural 
farming life on the Glens of Tekoa Station. Over another bridge spanning the Mandamus River and you continue 
through to the Island Hills Station.

Once you venture past the dwellings and core farming activity of Island Hills, the landscape opens up and the sky 
dominates, creating a feeling of smallness amongst a huge majestic landscape. The gently sloping land in the 
lower areas is farmed with sheep and cattle grazing alongside patches of scrub and matagouri. Broom blooms yel-
low on the Tekoa hillsides in the lower Catchment. The Hurunui Range rises to the right with greywacke and argillite 
bursting through the hillsides. The distant ranges of the Southern Alps and the Organ Range frame the valley on 
the skyline. The smooth grassed paddocks divide the lower sections of the Catchment and provide a spectacular 
contrast with the craggy tops, and dense forested areas along the flanks of the ranges. 

The Dove and Glencoe Rivers are incised with terraces on either side, the braided river beds snake through the 
landscape and continue into the upper valleys as the sides get steeper and more densely forested. In the lower 
areas of the Catchment the rivers are grazed right up to the edge with exotic species and weeds bordering the 
rippling waters. On the Mandamus River deep pools of clear water form, in contrast to the moving channels of the 
braided bed. As you venture deeper into the Catchment the grassed paddocks are invaded and inhabited by mata-
gouri and kanuka scrub. Deeper still and the beech thickly dominates the stream edges and valley sides. 

The horizon constantly provides views towards the Organ Range and other peaks, which form a stunning expres-
sive ridgeline bare of forest vegetation; instead scree and alpine species appear. Rocky ridges of greywacke rock 
are exposed on the tops of the mountain ranges due to the severity of the erosion. In the far distance snowcapped 
mountains and rocky ranges add to the growing feeling of being within an isolated and beautiful place.

Jessica Liddle 

A visit to the Mandamus
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The Mandamus Catchment has some of the most diverse and interesting geology in the region, predominately grey-
wacke and argillite with volcanics and limestone. Much of the upper area is steep and erosion-prone country with gentle 
sloping country down in the valleys. The Tekoa and Organ Ranges are very prominent with steep shattered mountains, 
comprising extensive screes, and gully and sheet erosion (Harding.M No.98/107 1998). Many rivers and streams cut 
through the landscape, tributary streams are steep and incised up in the upper study area. Rivers and streams in the 
main valleys are more gentle and broad, with river terraces and movement of the river channel evident. 

To the north runs the Hope Fault (Waiau Valley) and in the bottom of the study area there are four faults, the Esk, Island 
Hills, Hurunui and Waitohi Downs Faults. From the top to the bottom of the study area there are significant changes 
from higher-rainfall forested valleys in the west and north, down to depleted lower-rainfall valleys and small ranges in 
the south and east.

The rocks in the Island Hills area comprise conglomerates, sandstones, mudstones, limestones and volcanogenic de-
posits of late Cretaceous to Pleistocene age. These overlie the basement rocks greywacke and argillite of the Triassic to 
early Cretaceous period. With the pressure from tectonic movement and folding and faulting the rock sequence is com-
plexly deformed. This is seen in many of the rocks shape and structure which are found in the Mandamus Catchment. 
The mid Cretaceous Mandamus Intrusive rocks (of synite and gabbro) containing sedimentary rocks form the Hurunui 
Peak ridge (R.J.Mould 1992).  Spectacular outcrops of finely-bedded greywacke and argillite are seen in the Glencoe 
Valley and on the western flanks of Mt Tekoa, and the aptly named Organ Range (Harding.M No.98/107 1998).

During the late Cretaceous to late Tertiary period the Catchment was submerged under the sea. The fossiliforous 
sediments deposited in this marine environment represent some of the most westerly deposits of Cretaceous - Tertiary 
rocks. The area is used by second year geology students from Canterbury University for field studies.
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Within the Mandamus area there have been two large landslides in the Torlesse Supergroup sandstone and syenite 
basement rocks. The landslides involved sliding and rolling of large blocks of rock, because of the large size and 
proximity (20km) to the major faults of the area they are assumed to be seismically triggered. This event happened 
sometime in the late Holocene age and it appears the debris from the landslide dammed the Mandamus River forcing 
the river to incise into the toe of the debris. A distinct meander is seen in the river’s present channel upstream from the 
landslide site. It is possible to see the landslide debris which overlays the Culverden Terrace surface on the Mandamus 
River. 
Another major landslide at Korari Downs also occured in the late Holocene age. It would have taken a large earthquake, 
possibly greater than 6.5 on the richter scale, to create these massive landslides (R.J.Mould 1992).

Due to the tectonic nature of the area and the level of seismic activity there is a risk to the inhabitants in the Culverden 
Basin. Landslides and possible damming of rivers which may lead to flooding are the greatest risks (R.J.Mould 1992).
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Canterbury 
Landscape 
Types

Canterbury Land 
Types

Hurunui Landscape 
Types

Mandamus Catchment 
Land Types

Low Land

A   Low altitude
      Plains

L2   Lower plains

L4   Plains-recent floodplains
and low terraces 1  Plains

L1   Plains-coastal fringe
2  Coastal plains

L5   Raised coastal plains

L24  Inland plains and major  
valleys 3  Inland basin floor

C   Foothills and 
downlands

L11  Northern loess mantled soft 
rock hills and downs

L12  Northern structural soft 
rock hills

4 Soft rock downlands

L12     Northern soft rock      
downlands

L13  Northern soft rock hills and 
downs

L13     Northern structural soft 
rock hills

L21  Northern hard rock hills 5 Hard rock hills L21     Hard rock hills

L23    Igneous hill country
6 Coastal hills

High Country

I   Intermontane 
ranges and 
basins

H5   Small intermontane basins 
and valleys

7 Hanmer basin floor

H1   Major river, valley fill

8 Major river valleys H2     Major river valley
H2   Glacial and fluvial valley 

floor

H7   Isolated mountain

H13  Northern subhumid to 
humid mountain range 9 Mountain ranges H13   Mountain ranges

J   High rainfall 
divide

H19  Northern main divide and 
associated ranges 10 Main divide
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In the valley floors and lower parts of the Catchment there are significant areas of plant pests, where varying land 
management systems are demonstrated. Extensive areas are dominated by broom and gorse on both Glens of 
Tekoa and Summerdale properties. Both broom and gorse are diligently sprayed by Island Hills, controlling the 
weeds as they come over the boundary fence. Broom (Cytisus scoparius) and gorse (Ulex europaeus) are major 
threats as they repress the establishment of other species, particularly species shorter than the canopy cover. 
Douglas Fir plantation on land owned by the Syndicate on the Little Island Hills east of the Glencoe River is a 
major threat. It was planted as an experiment by the NZ Forest Service in the late 1960’s to find new ways to 
prevent the need for pruning timber trees. It was sold by the government and is now privately owned. Douglas Fir 
is particularly invasive as the seedlings thrive in shade and can be seen invading established patches of native 
vegetation including beech forest. Also in these areas of Douglas fir are Pinus nigra, and Pinus contorta which 
were interplanted by the NZ Forest Service between the rows of Douglas Fir. (Harding.M. No.98/107 1998) 

Red deer were hunted and captured on the property by helicopters in the 1960-1980’s. Red deer are hunted by 
recreational hunters all year round. They are a pest and commonly seen in the bush and forested areas. Wild 
pigs, weasels, stoats, wild cats and ferrets are also common in the area. Possums are found in forested and open 
areas.

A survey of fauna has not been undertaken, however species were observed on a trip to the area and from other 
reports. The following species have been observed: paradise duck, kea, black fronted tern, banded dotterill, kere-
ru, oyster catchers, yellow-breasted tit, fantail, bellbird, falcon, silvereye, pipit, tomtit, brown creeper, rifleman, tui, 
and kakariki. Introduced observed birds included magpie, mallard duck, skylark, redpoll goldfinch and chaffinch. 
(Harding.M. No.98/107 1998) 

Pest control is carried out on the Island Hills Station against possums, cats, ferrets and pigs. It has been noted by 
landowners that bird numbers have increased as a result of the strict pest control on Island Hills.

Island Hills farm halfbreed sheep (English Leicester and Merino) and Glens of Tekoa farm Merino sheep. Cattle 
(Hereford and Angus) are also farmed. A few llamas are kept on the Island Hills Station and horses for 
mustering. 

Salmon and trout have been found in the rivers since the 1890’s.
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William Heaphy was in 1844 employed in Otago as a surveyors assistant. On being recalled to Wellington he decided to 
walk overland to Nelson while the rest of the party went by ship to Wellington. It is understood that he used the Mandamus 
River as part of his route between the Hurunui and Waiau River. Very bruised and battered from a serious fall above the 
Waiau River, he gave up his overland walk. On the Waiau River he built and rafted on a ‘mogi’ (mokihi) made of flax and 
claddy sticks and managed to reach the coast near Motunau Island. He almost drowned, exhausted bodily and having run 
out of provisions he lay down to die with his chart and note book visible beside him. Pinning a note to his chest he was 
suprised to wake up alive and after resting he wearily returned to the Deans at Riccarton. (Gardner. W.J. The Amuri: A 
County History.1983)

The  original  settlers  of  Glens  of Tekoa, or Mandamus as it was first known, came from Scotland. In 1842 George McRae 
sailed with his family bound for the Nelson settlement. His brother William McRae decided to join George and later in 1849 
sailed with his family to Nelson. Upon arrival in New Zealand he bought land in Richmond not far from Nelson (McRae.S. 
The Glens of Tekoa 1968).

On 13 December 1856 in Nelson, William Morrison applied for a sheeprun of his own. The key part of it was the tussock 
grazing land now included in the Glens of Tekoa and Island Hills Stations. But the Hurunui Run never came into William 
Morrisons hands at all. He forfeited his claim when he failed to deposit a survey plan within the time required. The Com-
missioner then declared the run open for new applications (Locke. E. Discovering the Morrisons.1976).

Christopher Edward Dampier had arrived in New Zealand on 8 November 1850. In 1857 he applied for a run between 
the North and South Branches of the Hurunui. A dispute between Dampier and the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Alfred 
Domett, ran from 1857-1863. Dampier had taken his case to the Supreme Court in Wellington and had been granted a writ 
of Mandamus against the Commissioner (Stay of Proceedings). Domett was able to prove to the Court that Dampier had 
not described his land correctly, and thus had to forfeit it (Gardner W.J. 1983).

William McRae along with his two sons, Roderick and George, had done an exploratory trip the length of the Mandamus 
River in 1856, approaching the Mandamus Catchment at its source from the Waiau River end. William McRae applied for 
the run on 8 June 1858 and was granted it on 14 November 1858. William McRae stocked his land by bringing sheep from 
Nelson, bringing them across the Amuri plains to the junction of the Mandamus River and Hurunui River and then up the 
Mandamus Gorge. The run was first called Mandamus, afterwards it became known as Glens of Tekoa as the tributaries 
of the Mandamus River drain Mt Tekoa. The Tekoa run was bounded by the Hurunui River and reached as far as Lake 
Sumner. The River became named the “Mandamus” after that bitter legal case. 

Dampier, after losing his case for the run at Glens of Tekoa, had ridden via Lake Sumner and Lake Marion into the Hurunui 
River South Branch and took up land which is now known as Esk Head. Even though Dampier lost the claim all was re-
paired when in 1900 there was a double marriage between the McRae and Dampier families. (Gardner W.J. 1983)
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William McRae’s run was originally known as Mandamus but by 1864 it 
was established as the Glens of Tekoa Station. William McRae spent his 
time both on this run and another property in Richmond, near Nelson, 
where they had first settled (Gardner W.J. 1983).

The first house was built in Home Gully near the Blue Rock and Silver 
Brook Streams, this was occupied for 2 years before the sod homestead 
was built. 

William McRae along with his sons George Wilsden and Roderick built the 
second house of sod in 1859. It is a registered historic building with His-
toric Places Trust. The third homestead built in 1865 which is still lived in 
today, is also a registered historic building. In William McRae’s diary which 
is lodged in the Canterbury Museum, is written on the 31st August 1865 
“New house, had a fine day to move all things”.

After their father’s death in 1868, George. W. McRae and Roderick shared 
the run for seven years before George became the sole owner. (Gardner 
W.J. 1983).

In 1900 William Wilsden McRae married Mary Dampier Crossley a grand-
daughter of Christopher Dampier. In 1910 W. W. McRae went to live at 
Waituna Waikari leaving the management between 1910-1920 to Jack 
Bunting. Roy McRae a son of Roderick McRae managed from 1920 to 
1930. Then from 1930 onwards William Dampier (Bill) McRae, William 
Wilson’s son managed Tekoa on behalf of the McRae family. 

In 1911 the Island Hills block was split off from the Glens of Tekoa by Wil-
liam McRae’s son Budge (George. R. McRae) as his share of the McRae 
estate.

Glens of Tekoa purchased the Balmoral Block in 1911 when the Balmoral 
Estate was split up. This was a great asset to the station providing readily 
available paddocks near the central buildings. 

In 1938 the upper Glenrae River and all the Jollie Brook catchments up 
to Mt Longfellow and Lake Sumner were retired from the Glens of Tekoa 
lease. (Gardner W.J. 1983 and McRae.S. 1968)
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The Island Hills Station was originally part of the Glens of Tekoa Station 
until in 1911 Budge, (George) R. McRae, brought the 18,225 acres from 
the rest of the family. On the 15th of April 1914 Budge married Miss Kath-
leen Russell who was the daughter of John Russell who lived at the Lakes 
Station, Lake Sumner (his sister Sarah (Mrs O’Connell) lived at Mt Grey 
Station) (G.R.MacDonald Canterbury Museum). Budge McRae and his 
wife Kathleen brought up a family of five boys and two girls at the Is-
land Hills Station. The station was sold by Budge McRae to Yeo Tresillian 
Shand in 1928. His son Arthur Charles Shand farmed Island Hills Station 
for more than four decades and it still remains in the Shand family. 

In 1963 Arthur Shand exchanged with the NZ Forest Service a block of Is-
land Hills high country land for 500 acres alongside the Hurunui River. The 
purchase of this piece of land provided Island Hills with winter country safe 
from the snow. The block was known as the Joseph or Forestry Block, it is 
where the railway line crossed the north bank of the Hurunui River.

On the 8 June 1877 William Blyth spent 27 days building the brick core of 
the Island Hills homestead. (Tekoa Diary and 1877 Account Book). It was 
made out of bricks baked in a kiln which is still existing and used clay out 
of a bank at the Glens of Tekoa. 

The Tekoa Account Book (1886-1887) records that Stanley Fowler com-
menced as head shepherd in 1886 with a salary of 80 pounds per year to 
be found in flour and mutton only. The 1890-91 Account Book states that 
Stanley Fowler received a rise as head shepherd in the cottage with fire-
wood also provided. Stanley Fowler’s father Walter Longhey 1830-1919 
between 1866 and 1892 held the remote run Stanley Vale which lies be-
yond St James Station behind Hamner Springs. To this remote outpost, to 
which he was ‘obliged to pack everything’ on packhorses, he took his fam-
ily. This poor run with minimal resources required the resourcefulness and 
skills demonstrated by the Fowler family. Stanley Fowlers’ brother William 
broke his leg at remote Stanley Vale (with its homestead on the shores of 
Lake Guyon). Reaching a doctor involved travel by horse both ways so 
Fowler used a fencing standard as a splint and his leg set crooked. ‘No 
good for walking but alright for riding.’ The Fowler family were made of 
stern material.
Angus McLeod followed Stanley Fowler as head shepherd at the Island 
Hills Cottage. The Tekoa Account Book 1890-91 records Angus McLeod 
commenced in 1891 at 80 pounds per year as head shepherd to be found 
in cottage with firewood, flour and mutton.

In 1911 Budge McRae built and added the wooden part of the 5 bedroom 
homestead to the brick core and a year later also built the woolshed and 
stables. The oak tree in front of the homestead marks the spot where two 
children of the head shepherd Angus McLeod were buried. 

The Glencoe River was originally named the George River and had its 
name changed after Edgar Jones of Summerdale agreed with his neigh-
bouring runholders to slaughter his whole mob of six thousand sheep after 
ten scab infected sheep infiltrated Jones’ mob. These were brutal efforts 
to eradicate scab sheep mite from the Amuri County. Some sheep were 
slaughted into the Waiau River, and some into the then named George 
River which ran red all the way to the Hurunui River. This reminded the 
McRaes of a similar slaughter in the Glencoe Glen, Scotland. Scab was 
eventually eradicated from New Zealand (Maps in Canterbury Museum).

The homestead lies at 400m asl with the mountains at the back rising to 
1704m asl. Island Hills is divided by rivers, the Dove, Glencoe, Mandamus 
and Silverbrook and many streams, hence the name Island Hills, an island 
of hills amongst the rivers.
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The gorge of the Mandamus River was very steep, either horse 
or pony power was used to transport goods over this tricky cross-
ing. In earlier years Roderick John McRae and his cousin Wal-
lace Gordon Moore died and unable to be buried in a consecrated 
graveyard were instead buried behind the Glens of Tekoa Home-
stead. Two of Angus McLeods children drowned in the river and 
were unable to be buried in a consecrated graveyard due to the 
swollen rivers and inaccessibility. They were buried near Island 
Hills Homestead with an oak planted to mark the spot.

The McRae families at Glens of Tekoa appeared to have given up 
hope of getting either of the two bridges built which were needed 
to provide safe and easy access to the stations. Mr Marmaduke 
Bethell of Pahau Pastures suggested that they approach Mr 
George Forbes of Cheviot County who had just been elected 
Prime Minister.

After subsequent meetings with Mr Forbes questions were asked, 
the final question directed at Y.T.Shand was “what relation are 
you to G.E.T. Shand of the ‘Blue Duck’ property in Kaikoura?” He 
answered, “he is my brother!!” “Well” replied Mr Forbes, “I bet-
ter give a subsidy for bridging the Mandamus right away”. G.E.T 
Shand had received some publicity by threatening to shoot Mr 
Jimmy Boyd, Chairman of the Kaikoura County Council if medi-
cal and other essential services could not be given better access 
to his family in the event of sickness or urgency.

Hon George Forbes advised that when the first lower bridge had 
been built they should meet with him to make arrangements for 
a subsidy for the second bridge. 
After much arranging the construction for the first bridge was un-
derway, it was constructed by Williamson & Co and completed 
in 1932 and officially opened by Marmaduke Bethell, Chairman 
of the Council. (Arthur Shand in Canterbury University Chronicle.
Vol23.No9.1990)
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Once the first bridge had been completed in 1932, they approached Mr George 
Forbes to discuss the subsidy for the second bridge. He declared, “I cannot 
grant the loan I promised, our country is bankrupt.”  The Amuri County Council 
also couldn’t help, replying that they had no funds available to assist. Bob 
Semple, Minister of Works was not happy with the councils decision, “Well”, 
said the Minister of Works, “if you (the Council) cannot help, I will. We’ll put up 
a bridge that will still be there when you and I are pushing up daises!” A Cal-
lender-Hamilton steel bridge was decided upon. At the time the price of steel 
was reasonable and tenders were called, however the Korean War had just 
started and the price of steel doubled. There was now no hope of building the 
bridge.

Finally Arthur Lush, a lecturer at Canterbury University, came to the rescue 
and offered to bring a group of engineering students from the University to 
build the suspension bridge as their practical project in the summer holidays. 
It was designed, constructed and completed by 1952 and offically opened 
by Charles Upham, V.C and Bar. (Arthur.C.Shand in Canterbury University 
Chronicle.Vol23.No9.1990)
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Around the 1880’s major fencing projects were undertaken. Circumstances in the 1880’s 
meant run holders had more money available. Fencing became a priority, partly driven 
by the fear of the sheep getting scab, and to stop the spread of rabbits. Up until then the 
run holders had relied on natural boundaries to keep the sheep on their property, such 
as rivers, beech forest and the territorial nature of merino. Men act as boundary keepers. 
Also lonely barking dogs were placed strategically with their kennels discouraging merino 
sheep from straying. 

Tekoa was no exception. The Tekoa 1883-85 Account Book records Edgar Jones of the 
Upper Waiau Station (Summerdale) had to contribute half the cost of fencing materials, 
and errecting the boundary fence into position. The fence ran from the Mandamus River 
to the Dove River. 1326 iron standards were used and the fence contract was for 16 
pounds per mile and required the fencers to pack fencing materials onto the fence line.

There were other new fences erected during this period on Tekoa to contain blocks of 
country in order to curtail wandering stock. 
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From Bryony McMillan.
Collected by Bryony and Liz Woods.



58



59

Mandamus Study Area

Land Cover Database Name Polygon Count Sum Hectares
Forest Harvested 1 2.2
River 1 3.4
Pine Forest - Open Canopy 1 4.9
Deciduous Hardwoods 3 5.4
Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods 3 10.1
Landslide 11 21.1
Afforestation (imaged, post LCDB 1) 2 36.6
River and Lakeshore Gravel and Rock 5 68.6
Gorse and Broom 13 90.7
Alpine Grass-/Herbfield 12 120.8
Pine Forest - Closed Canopy 10 130.0
Afforestation (not imaged) 3 131.1
Depleted Tussock Grassland 16 139.3
Other Exotic Forest 2 181.0
Sub Alpine Shrubland 25 427.2
Alpine Gravel and Rock 82 985.5
High Producing Exotic Grassland 13 1066.7
Tall Tussock Grassland 62 2510.1
Low Producing Grassland 25 2690.1
Indigenous Forest 62 3136.7
Manuka and or Kanuka 102 5215.0

Catchment Area 16976.4
     
(Table of map on page 24)

Source LCDBZ.  
S. Thompson
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