Exploring the natural, historic, cultural and social values of the Mandamus
Catchment in the Hurunui, North Canterbury
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The Mandamus Catchment is located in North Canterbury inland from Culverden and about 80 km narth of
Christchurch, between the Walau and Hurunul Rivers, The study area is situated on the north bank of the
Hurunui River north-west of the Balmoral Forest, It Is situated in the hills flanking the South Island’s alpine
spine,

The Catchment covers the valley floors and mountainous country between the Walau and Hurunul Rivers
in North Canterbury. The Mandamus Catchment drains into the Upper Hurunui River. The Catchment
gathers the Glencoe, Dove and Silver Brook Rivers and headwater tributaries of the Mandamus River,

The western flank of the Tekoa Range and Mt Tekoa and the eastern side of the Organ Range bound the
area, The Catchment extends from 390m asl In the valley floors, up to 1600m asl on the Tekoa and

Organ Ranges,

To the north and west the study area is surrounded by high altitude, often snow-capped, mountains. To
the west and north are the Organ Range, Mt Skedaddle, Nicholsons Knob, Clay Knob, and La Grippe, The
Hurunul and Tekoa Ranges border the east, The ridge of the Hurunul Range in the east separates the
Catchment from the Amuri/Culverden Basin,

A 3D simulation looking north-west up the Catchment
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Canterbury Conservation Managemenl Strategy 2000
Sheet 1 Lewis and Sheet 4 Mount Thomas

Canterbury Conservation

Management Strategy 2000
Map 3 Hurunui
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Hurunui District Plan 2007 Conservation Land

U Queen Ehzabeth || Mational Trust
: S Mandamus Preservation Reserve
Significant Natural Areas
Coal Creek Bush
Smalltsh patch of upper-lowland beech forest on steep hilislopes and along a Douglas Fir forestry block owned
namow gully, by a syndicate
. Gllis Bush and Home Bush = Hurunui High Country
Two smalish patches of beech forest on steep, eroding hillsiopes Walking Track
along 2 narrow gullies

Potentially Significant Natural Areas
Awatul Bush

3 moderate patches of upper lowland to montane mixed beech forest
on steep hillslopes and along steep namow gullies,

seemaes Foresiry Managemenl Area




Land Status

The study area encompasses areas of land which have particular values and levels of importance. The map op-
posite shows these areas and their physical connection with the study area.

Department of Conservation:
Department of Conservation (DOC) Land is seen to the left of the area which is Lake Sumner Conservation
Park. This land has natural significance, some of which is within the Mandamus Catchment. In the top of the
Catchment is Lochiel Run also owned by DOC. Some of this land is also within the Catchment.

Queen Elizabeth National Trust:

The QE Il National Trust has a registered open space covenant known as the Mandamus Preservation Reserve

owned by Island Hills Station Limited. The size of the covenant is 600.9470 hectares and was registered on 2
November 1992.

Hurunui District Plan:
There are areas which the Hurunui District Council in its Plan outlines as being either outstanding landscape

(OL) or significant natural areas. These significant natural areas are Awatui Bush, Home Bush, Gills Bush and
Coal Creek Bush. They are within or near the Catchment.

The area in the upper region of the Dove River is within the Outstanding Landscape as defined in the Hurunui
District Plan, the rest of the Mandamus Catchment has not received this classification.

Mandamus River in the foreground. Nicholsons Knob {(1430m) and Mt Skeddadle (1704) against the skylme







A visit to the Mandamus

Today the Mandamus Catchment is a diverse and beautiful area of high country. Upon leaving state highway 7,
Tekoa Road leads up past the Balmoral Block, forestry works and other farms and stations until the tarseal peters
out and the gravel continues, winding up the valley. Once over the first bridge you squeeze through the gorge with
its striking rocky vertical sides. The rocky formations above the incised Mandamus River reveal past geological
movements of rock landslides and tectonic uplift which has occurred. The Mandamus River sits below the road; a
farmer on horseback moves a small herd of cattle up the braided river bed. Old buildings and old farm equipment
relics, large barns, men working and barking dogs greet you, providing a snippet into a long tradition of a rural
farming life on the Glens of Tekoa Station. Over another bridge spanning the Mandamus River and you continue
through to the Island Hills Station.

Once you venture past the dwellings and core farming activity of Island Hills, the landscape opens up and the sky
dominates, creating a feeling of smallness amongst a huge majestic landscape. The gently sloping land in the
lower areas is farmed with sheep and cattle grazing alongside patches of scrub and matagouri. Broom blooms yel-
low on the Tekoa hillsides in the lower Catchment. The Hurunui Range rises to the right with greywacke and argillite
bursting through the hillsides. The distant ranges of the Southern Alps and the Organ Range frame the valley on
the skyline. The smooth grassed paddocks divide the lower sections of the Catchment and provide a spectacular
contrast with the craggy tops, and dense forested areas along the flanks of the ranges.

The Dove and Glencoe Rivers are incised with terraces on either side, the braided river beds snake through the
landscape and continue into the upper valleys as the sides get steeper and more densely forested. In the lower
areas of the Catchment the rivers are grazed right up to the edge with exotic species and weeds bordering the
rippling waters. On the Mandamus River deep pools of clear water form, in contrast to the moving channels of the
braided bed. As you venture deeper into the Catchment the grassed paddocks are invaded and inhabited by mata-
gouri and kanuka scrub. Deeper still and the beech thickly dominates the stream edges and valley sides.

The horizon constantly provides views towards the Organ Range and other peaks, which form a stunning expres-
sive ridgeline bare of forest vegetation; instead scree and alpine species appear. Rocky ridges of greywacke rock
are exposed on the tops of the mountain ranges due to the severity of the erosion. In the far distance snowcapped
mountains and rocky ranges add to the growing feeling of being within an isolated and beautiful place.

Jessica Liddle

From |zland Hills loaking over the Dove River [lefl middie) above ils canfluence with
the Mandamus. Middle distance the Mandamus River winds past Glens of Tekoa Sta-
tian through iis gorge 1o join the Hurunl River, 1950's




Geomorphology

The Mandamus Catchment has some of the most diverse and interesting geology in the region, predominately grey-
wacke and argillite with volcanics and limestone. Much of the upper area is steep and erosion-prone country with gentle
sloping country down in the valleys. The Tekoa and Organ Ranges are very prominent with steep shattered mountains,
comprising extensive screes, and gully and sheet erosion (Harding.M No.98/107 1998). Many rivers and streams cut
through the landscape, tributary streams are steep and incised up in the upper study area. Rivers and streams in the
main valleys are more gentle and broad, with river terraces and movement of the river channel evident.

To the north runs the Hope Fault (Waiau Valley) and in the bottom of the study area there are four faults, the Esk, Island
Hills, Hurunui and Waitohi Downs Faults. From the top to the bottom of the study area there are significant changes
from higher-rainfall forested valleys in the west and north, down to depleted lower-rainfall valleys and small ranges in
the south and east.

The rocks in the Island Hills area comprise conglomerates, sandstones, mudstones, limestones and volcanogenic de-
posits of late Cretaceous to Pleistocene age. These overlie the basement rocks greywacke and argillite of the Triassic to
early Cretaceous period. With the pressure from tectonic movement and folding and faulting the rock sequence is com-
plexly deformed. This is seen in many of the rocks shape and structure which are found in the Mandamus Catchment.
The mid Cretaceous Mandamus Intrusive rocks (of synite and gabbro) containing sedimentary rocks form the Hurunui
Peak ridge (R.J.Mould 1992). Spectacular outcrops of finely-bedded greywacke and argillite are seen in the Glencoe
Valley and on the western flanks of Mt Tekoa, and the aptly named Organ Range (Harding.M No.98/107 1998).

During the late Cretaceous to late Tertiary period the Catchment was submerged under the sea. The fossiliforous
sediments deposited in this marine environment represent some of the most westerly deposits of Cretaceous - Tertiary
rocks. The area is used by second year geology students from Canterbury University for field studies.

Mt Hurunul and the Hurunu Range (Glens of Tekca). Thers 1s much exposad rock on the sides of the hills which isa
resull of the uplift by the faclis balow

The Organ Rangs s made up of
Torlesse (greywacke ) rock. Il got
its name due lo the severity of the
ercsion making the range ook lke
argan flutes

These photos show the incising of the Mandamus River into Ihe resistant bedrock
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A photograph of the landsliide debris on the fer-
race surface above the Mandamus River
(R Mould 1803)
Landslides

Within the Mandamus area there have been two large landslides in the Torlesse Supergroup sandstone and syenite
basement rocks. The landslides involved sliding and rolling of large blocks of rock, because of the large size and
proximity (20km) to the major faults of the area they are assumed to be seismically triggered. This event happened
sometime in the late Holocene age and it appears the debris from the landslide dammed the Mandamus River forcing
the river to incise into the toe of the debris. A distinct meander is seen in the river’s present channel upstream from the
landslide site. It is possible to see the landslide debris which overlays the Culverden Terrace surface on the Mandamus
River.

Another major landslide at Korari Downs also occured in the late Holocene age. It would have taken a large earthquake,
possibly greater than 6.5 on the richter scale, to create these massive landslides (R.J.Mould 1992).

Due to the tectonic nature of the area and the level of seismic activity there is a risk to the inhabitants in the Culverden
Basin. Landslides and possible damming of rivers which may lead to flooding are the greatest risks (R.J.Mould 1992).




Island Hills Syncline

A plunging syncline called the Island Hills Syncline (on Glens Of Tekoa). This is often referred to as ‘the crater’
bul itis actually & syncline or fold in the earth’s plates  The syncline is ringed by a cap of resistant limestone which
forms the crest of an isolated trough-like hill
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Mandamus Riy

siand Hills Syntling
L1283 L13
Islahd Hills—__ <&
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The Island Hills Syncline with the prominent
ridge of limestone ninging the edge, soft
sands lie beneath,

The Hurunul Range and Island Hills Fault
are to the lefl w.amo e
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Faults

The Island Hills Fault is atypical of the faulting in this Catchment because il dips lo the south east. The fault thrusts
basement rocks of the Mandamus Igneous Complex and Torlesse Supergroup over the steepened limb of a syncline
developed in the cover rocks.

Other faults in the area are the Esk, Waitohi Downs and Hurunui Faults. These have created the landforms seen in
the Mandamus Catchment. The exposed rocks, lilted planes of bedrock, and steep mountains are all formed by the
uplift and movement of the faulls below the basement rock (R.J.Mould 1992),

Photagraph of arthogonal joints In the
fimestone on the Island Hills Syncline-
(R Mould 1982}

S ST e B ol S Wl ==t i Wiy - [
Ad of the |sland Hills Fault and Syncline Infarred fault (Environment Canterbury. Ref PLSC/0021)
— Definate fault

Approximate faull

(R.J Mould 1952),




Canterbury
Landscape
Types

Canterbury Land
Types

Hurunui Landscape
Types

Mandamus Catchment
Land Types

A Low altitude
Plains

L2 Lower plains

L4 Plains-recent floodplains
and low terraces

1 Plains

L1 Plains-coastal fringe

L5 Raised coastal plains

2 Coastal plains

L24 Inland plains and major

3 Inland basin floor

valleys
Low L
ow Land L11 Northern loess mantled soft
rock hills and downs
L12 Northern structural soft L12  Northern soft rock
rock hills downlands
4 Soft rock downlands
C Foothills and
downlands L13 Northern soft rock hills and L13  Northern structural soft
downs rock hills
L21 Northern hard rock hills 5 Hard rock hills L21  Hard rock hills
L23 Igneous hill country
6 Coastal hills
H5 Small intermontane basins 7 Hanmer basin floor
and valleys
H1 Major river, valley fill
8 Major river valleys H2  Major river valley
| Intermontane H2 Glacial and fluvial valley
ranges and
- floor
basins
H7 Isolated mountain
H13 Nort_hern subh_um|d to 9 Mountain ranges H13 Mountain ranges
. humid mountain range
High Country
J Hllg.h rainfall H19 Northgrn main divide and 10 Main divide
divide associated ranges




Reglonal Land Types The Nature of the Mandamus ands

Land Types of the Catchmant
& L12 & L13 Northern Structural Soft Rock Hills and Soft Rock Downlands

B L12 Soft Rock Downlands
Sl L21 Hard Rock Hils

B 123 igneous Hills

- H2 Major River Valleys

jﬁ H13 Northern Subhumid to Humid Mountain Ranges
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NORTHERN SOFT ROCK DOWNLANDS

Smooth, rounded hills and downlands on Teriary rocks Landscapes underlain by soft Cretaceous/Tertiary rocks, Rolling
to strongly rolling, to moderately steep smooth rounded slopes with minor soil slip erosion and few rock cutcrops. Marine
fossils including sharks teeth frequently presenl in the Cretaceous/Tertiary sandstones underlying the limestone.

The Dove River indicates the legal boundary between Glens of Tekoa and sland Hills, Island Hills buikdmgs in fore-

ground.

Thie iskand Hills Syncine

Hurunui Peak

—

Limestone cap (L13)

Soft rock erosional hill slopes
(mudstones, sandstones. conglomerates)

Sof rock strociural tendifomms
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NORTHERN STRUCTURAL SOFT ROCK HILLS
| LANDTYPEL®Z

Structurally controlled landscape underlain by Creiace-:rusﬁe'rt'rary rocks. Erosion resistant rock types form strong struc-
tural components of the landscape, e.g. limestone or voltanic lava cored ridgelines, protecting weaker more readily eroded
mudstone and sandstone lithologies.

Limestione ‘cap’ which forms a nm around the syncline seen in the background
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HARD ROCK HILLS

LAND TYPE L21
Strongly rolling to steep moderately dissected. stable, low elevation Torlesse hard rock hill country with rock outcrops on
ndges and spurs,also some minor erosion scree. Lower slopes are predominantly oversown and top dressed with a high
scrub component, matagoun and manuka, mixed native scrub in gullies and minor remnant native forest. Upper slopes
are mostly undeveloped ‘native’ pasture with scrub  Shallow, steny, droughty sails with extensive grazing.

Ridge & Spur
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IGNEOUS HILL COUNTRY

lgneous hard rock hill country, rolling to steep moderately dissected, stable low elevation terrain with rock outcrops and
minor sheet and soil and sip erosion. Vegetation is predominantly short tussack grassland, scrub with farmland pasture
dominates.

Glencoe Valley
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MAJOR RIVER VALLEYS
~ LANDTYPEHWZ

Fluvial valley floor landforms, low angle gentle valleys with braided, active rniverbeds, fringing marginal terraces and fans. Eg;
Mandamus, Glencoe and Dove River valleys.

Dove River
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MOUNTAIN RANGES
LAND TYPE H13

Steep to very steep, dissected, subhumid to humid mountain range with narrow rounded ridges, bedrock outcrops and exten-
sive scree especially al higher elevation. Snow tussock, alpine, subalpine and rockfield vegetation occur on the upper slopes
with short lussock grassland, matagouri and manuka scrubland with remnant beech forest an the lower slopes.

Eg The Organ Range and Tekoa Range
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Water Bodies of Significant National N
Value for Biodiversity A Pl
(Map 2 of 2 - South Island) {
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Mandamus Catchment

] mangamus Catchment Boundary
River
nd Covar Database Classdication
N Rivar and Lakeshiore Graval or Rock
B Lanastids
1 Alping Gravel and Rock
Permanent Snow and lce
P Alpine Grass { Herbfisld
B River
High Producing Exctic Grassland
Low Producing Exotlc Grassiand
Shart Tussock Grassiand
B Tall Tussock Grassland
Deplelad Grassland
I Fernland
B Gorse and/ or Broom
B Manukaand / or Kanuke
B atagour
Bl Broadieaved Indigenous Hardwoods
0 Sub - Alpine Shrubland
W Mixed Exoti¢ Shrubland
B Grey Scrub
Bl ajor Shetterbells
Attgrestation (fleld data { nol imaged)
B Attorestation (imaged 2001)
B Fine Forest [Open Canopy)
B Fine Forest (Closed Canopy)
B Forest [Harvested)
B Cther Exotic Foresl
Baciduous Hardwoods
B Indigenous Foresl
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Flora
The landscape has a diverse range of flora and fauna, from alpine to sub-alpine, mountain beech
forests, kanuka and broom scrublands and grasslands. The Catchment would once have con-
tained an extensive area of montane beech forests, alpine grasslands and herbfields. Presently
the ecosystem Is severely depleted In the south of the Catchment and lower valley floors due to
landuse. There are still alpine communities present above 1200m asl, plant communities in the
area have been modified by fire and grazing which has occurred over time. In the lower slopes of
the mountain ranges there is still remnant beech along with regenerating beech and under-storey
| species; The valley floors and lower slopes are infested with broom, kanuka and gorse. Douglas
Fir and wilding pines are very visible in the Catchment, Douglas Fir was planted as a forestry trial
bt is now a potential wilding threat.

I the Hurunui District Plan areas are noted as being potentially significant natural areas. Awatui
_Bush on the Hurunui Range is an area of montane mixed beech forest and is potentially signifi-
‘tant. Significant natural areas are highlighted in Coal Creek Bush, Gills Bush and Home Bush (Map
_ p.7). The Mandamus Preservation Reserve to the west of the Mandamus River is an area under
' The Queen Elizabeth National Trust I1.

Beech forest _ .
There are some extensive areas of beech forest in the head of the
Mandamus River within he H13 mountain range land type, also
along the western flank of the Organ Range and within the Manda-
miis Preservation Reserve Some of this fores! is intact and is repre-
sentative of the original forests in the area. Beech fores! remnants
are found in the Glencoe and Dove catchments of the L21 hard rock
hills and L23 igneous hill country fand lypes. A wide range of species

+bath commion and rare are found within these beautiful forests in-
cluding red, silver and mountain beech, coprosma, totara, mountain
ribbon wood, lancewood, kanuka, three-finger mosses and prickly
shield fem

Kanuka shrubland
These oceupy extensive areas of mid-altiude country within the H13
mountain range land type. They are impartant areas for regenerating
beech forests. Kanuka is a nurse crop, the beech establishes under-
neath and outgrows the kanuka. Kanuka Is also often seen competing

* with the gorse and broom in the lower areas which once wollld have

- supparted forest.

Mixed riparian shrublands
These mixed shrublands are formed along many of the gullies
and particularly in the upper reaches of the rvers within the
H2 river valley land type. Beech forests and kanuka scrubland
along with fuchsia, native broom and mountain wineberry
form these diverse mixed shrublands. Where grazing oceurs
at | Im-.reer alt]'tuﬂes this ripanian shrubland is lost and replaced

: bjl' pastire with broom and gorse.

Pasture
There afé: areas of extensive pasture which are grazed.

The vegetatjon on these areas are dotted with matagouri
and regenerating Kanuka. Exotic weed species dominate

Mt Skedaddie and the Big and Litlle Organ, with the

in'the open conditions, these areas occur in the lower head of the Mandamus River visible weaving
1/H13 mountain range, L21 hard rock hill, L23 igneous hill  hreugh ihe kanuka and beech
- country land lypes.
{Harding.M. No.8B/107 1898) Skedaddle 1704m

LnEl‘lppu 1645m C{fl‘jl'Klnﬂh 1231m Spider Web 1873m N 1430




Flora

High-mid altitude tussock grasslands
These are present on the gentler mountain slopes and on
- slopes of the upper Dove and lower Glencoe valleys. The
tussock grasslands, are often colonized by shrubby spe-
cies, and are often severly browsed by sheep and reduced
to stumps. The grasslands merge with open rock, scree or
herbfields

Sriow-bank

This is a plant community which is confined to a
sheltered depression on high allitude ridges on
the Organ and Tekoa Ranges. Often seen In
these areas is colton daisy, snow and blue lus-
sock, and mosses

Rock bluff and scree

Many steep slopes and high allitude areas are

dominated by open rock and scree Sparse and
scattered plant communities are found in these
areas which are lypical of the North Canterbury
mountain ranges {Harding.M. No.28/107 1948),

Rare and interesting species

Presence of rare plants, Swainsona novae-zefandie and Helichrysum intermedium var. acutum in high-altitude plant com-
munities on the Tekoa Range. In alpine plant communities Raoulia bryoides is also seen and is al its southern limil, and
Raoulia eximia near its northem limit. Hebe rupicola is also seen in stream side shrublands at its southem limit,

seneco bellidmnides
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Pests

In the valley floors and lower parts of the Catchment there are significant areas of plant pests, where varying land
management systems are demonstrated. Extensive areas are dominated by broom and gorse on both Glens of
Tekoa and Summerdale properties. Both broom and gorse are diligently sprayed by Island Hills, controlling the
weeds as they come over the boundary fence. Broom (Cytisus scoparius) and gorse (Ulex europaeus) are major
threats as they repress the establishment of other species, particularly species shorter than the canopy cover.
Douglas Fir plantation on land owned by the Syndicate on the Little Island Hills east of the Glencoe River is a
major threat. It was planted as an experiment by the NZ Forest Service in the late 1960’s to find new ways to
prevent the need for pruning timber trees. It was sold by the government and is now privately owned. Douglas Fir
is particularly invasive as the seedlings thrive in shade and can be seen invading established patches of native
vegetation including beech forest. Also in these areas of Douglas fir are Pinus nigra, and Pinus contorta which
- were interplanted by the NZ Forest Service between the rows of Douglas Fir. (Harding.M. No.98/107 1998)

Red deer were hunted and captured on the property by helicopters in the 1960-1980’s. Red deer are hunted by
recreational hunters all year round. They are a pest and commonly seen in the bush and forested areas. Wild
pigs, weasels, stoats, wild cats and ferrets are also common in the area. Possums are found in forested and open

areas.
Pl
ot WP = i
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Glencoe Valley in the lower and middle catchment
These photés show extensive
gorse, douglas fir and broom in
the valieys
The confluence of the Silver Brook
and Mandamus River.
Fauna

A survey of fauna has not been undertaken, however species were observed on a trip to the area and from other
reports. The following species have been observed: paradise duck, kea, black fronted tern, banded dotterill, kere-
ru, oyster catchers, yellow-breasted tit, fantail, bellbird, falcon, silvereye, pipit, tomtit, brown creeper, rifleman, tui,
and kakariki. Introduced observed birds included magpie, mallard duck, skylark, redpoll goldfinch and chaffinch.
(Harding.M. No.98/107 1998)

Pest control is carried out on the Island Hills Station against possums, cats, ferrets and pigs. It has been noted by
landowners that bird numbers have increased as a result of the strict pest control on Island Hills.

Island Hills farm halfbreed sheep (English Leicester and Merino) and Glens of Tekoa farm Merino sheep. Cattle
(Hereford and Angus) are also farmed. A few llamas are kept on the Island Hills Station and horses for
mustering.

Salmon and trout have been found in the rivers since the 1890'’s.
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Settlement of the Mandamus Catchment

William Heaphy was in 1844 employed in Otago as a surveyors assistant. On being recalled to Wellington he decided to
walk overland to Nelson while the rest of the party went by ship to Wellington. It is understood that he used the Mandamus
River as part of his route between the Hurunui and Waiau River. Very bruised and battered from a serious fall above the
Waiau River, he gave up his overland walk. On the Waiau River he built and rafted on a ‘mogi’ (mokihi) made of flax and
claddy sticks and managed to reach the coast near Motunau Island. He almost drowned, exhausted bodily and having run
out of provisions he lay down to die with his chart and note book visible beside him. Pinning a note to his chest he was
suprised to wake up alive and after resting he wearily returned to the Deans at Riccarton. (Gardner. W.J. The Amuri: A
County History.1983)

The original settlers of Glens of Tekoa, or Mandamus as it was first known, came from Scotland. In 1842 George McRae
sailed with his family bound for the Nelson settlement. His brother William McRae decided to join George and later in 1849
sailed with his family to Nelson. Upon arrival in New Zealand he bought land in Richmond not far from Nelson (McRae.S.
The Glens of Tekoa 1968).

On 13 December 1856 in Nelson, William Morrison applied for a sheeprun of his own. The key part of it was the tussock
grazing land now included in the Glens of Tekoa and Island Hills Stations. But the Hurunui Run never came into William
Morrisons hands at all. He forfeited his claim when he failed to deposit a survey plan within the time required. The Com-
missioner then declared the run open for new applications (Locke. E. Discovering the Morrisons.1976).

Christopher Edward Dampier had arrived in New Zealand on 8 November 1850. In 1857 he applied for a run between
the North and South Branches of the Hurunui. A dispute between Dampier and the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Alfred
Domett, ran from 1857-1863. Dampier had taken his case to the Supreme Court in Wellington and had been granted a writ
of Mandamus against the Commissioner (Stay of Proceedings). Domett was able to prove to the Court that Dampier had
not described his land correctly, and thus had to forfeit it (Gardner W.J. 1983).

William McRae along with his two sons, Roderick and George, had done an exploratory trip the length of the Mandamus
River in 1856, approaching the Mandamus Catchment at its source from the Waiau River end. William McRae applied for
the run on 8 June 1858 and was granted it on 14 November 1858. William McRae stocked his land by bringing sheep from
Nelson, bringing them across the Amuri plains to the junction of the Mandamus River and Hurunui River and then up the
Mandamus Gorge. The run was first called Mandamus, afterwards it became known as Glens of Tekoa as the tributaries
of the Mandamus River drain Mt Tekoa. The Tekoa run was bounded by the Hurunui River and reached as far as Lake
Sumner. The River became named the “Mandamus” after that bitter legal case.

Dampier, after losing his case for the run at Glens of Tekoa, had ridden via Lake Sumner and Lake Marion into the Hurunui
River South Branch and took up land which is now known as Esk Head. Even though Dampier lost the claim all was re-

paired when in 1900 there was a double marriage between the McRae apd Dampier families. (Gardner W.J. 1983)
i
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The Glens of Tekoa tun was onginaily known as Mandamus. A free

Glens of Tekoa

William McRae’s run was originally known as Mandamus but by 1864 it
was established as the Glens of Tekoa Station. William McRae spent his
time both on this run and another property in Richmond, near Nelson,
where they had first settled (Gardner W.J. 1983).

The first house was built in Home Gully near the Blue Rock and Silver
Brook Streams, this was occupied for 2 years before the sod homestead
was built.

William McRae along with his sons George Wilsden and Roderick built the
second house of sod in 1859. It is a registered historic building with His-
toric Places Trust. The third homestead built in 1865 which is still lived in
today, is also a registered historic building. In William McRae’s diary which
is lodged in the Canterbury Museum, is written on the 31st August 1865
“New house, had a fine day to move all things”.

After their father’s death in 1868, George. W. McRae and Roderick shared
the run for seven years before George became the sole owner. (Gardner
W.J. 1983).

In 1900 William Wilsden McRae married Mary Dampier Crossley a grand-
daughter of Christopher Dampier. In 1910 W. W. McRae went to live at
Waituna Waikari leaving the management between 1910-1920 to Jack
Bunting. Roy McRae a son of Roderick McRae managed from 1920 to
1930. Then from 1930 onwards William Dampier (Bill) McRae, William
Wilson’s son managed Tekoa on behalf of the McRae family.

In 1911 the Island Hills block was split off from the Glens of Tekoa by Wil-
liam McRae’s son Budge (George. R. McRae) as his share of the McRae
estate.

Glens of Tekoa purchased the Balmoral Block in 1911 when the Balmoral
Estate was split up. This was a great asset to the station providing readily
available paddocks near the central buildings.

In 1938 the upper Glenrae River and all the Jollie Brook catchments up
to Mt Longfellow and Lake Sumner were retired from the Glens of Tekoa
lease. (Gardner W.J. 1983 and McRae.S. 1968)

Station dianes have been kept at both Glens of Tekoa and Island
Hills and between them there is an almost continuous record
documenting the station's histones, from 1863 to the present day.

fransiation from the Maon would be the Glaens of the Hapoy

i T e '.r g --.' =)
The second homestead, Glens of Tekoa.
Bulttin 1858 from sod
The first was built up Home Guilly,

Blessing the Ambulance at the St Johns

Ambulance Garden Party held al Glens
of Tekoa. 1993

*..over behind Dick’s hut is the Glens of Tekoa cattie and sheep station. The two
prettiest stations in New Zealand to my mind are the Glens of Tekoa and Shand's

place. Island Hills."
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Island Hills

The Island Hills Station was originally part of the Glens of Tekoa Station
until in 1911 Budge, (George) R. McRae, brought the 18,225 acres from
the rest of the family. On the 15th of April 1914 Budge married Miss Kath-
leen Russell who was the daughter of John Russell who lived at the Lakes
Station, Lake Sumner (his sister Sarah (Mrs O’Connell) lived at Mt Grey
Station) (G.R.MacDonald Canterbury Museum). Budge McRae and his
wife Kathleen brought up a family of five boys and two girls at the Is-
land Hills Station. The station was sold by Budge McRae to Yeo Tresillian
Shand in 1928. His son Arthur Charles Shand farmed Island Hills Station
for more than four decades and it still remains in the Shand family.

In 1963 Arthur Shand exchanged with the NZ Forest Service a block of Is-
land Hills high country land for 500 acres alongside the Hurunui River. The
purchase of this piece of land provided Island Hills with winter country safe
from the snow. The block was known as the Joseph or Forestry Block, it is
where the railway line crossed the north bank of the Hurunui River.

On the 8 June 1877 William Blyth spent 27 days building the brick core of
the Island Hills homestead. (Tekoa Diary and 1877 Account Book). It was
made out of bricks baked in a kiln which is still existing and used clay out
of a bank at the Glens of Tekoa.

The Tekoa Account Book (1886-1887) records that Stanley Fowler com-
menced as head shepherd in 1886 with a salary of 80 pounds per year to
be found in flour and mutton only. The 1890-91 Account Book states that
Stanley Fowler received a rise as head shepherd in the cottage with fire-
wood also provided. Stanley Fowler’s father Walter Longhey 1830-1919
between 1866 and 1892 held the remote run Stanley Vale which lies be-
yond St James Station behind Hamner Springs. To this remote outpost, to
which he was ‘obliged to pack everything’ on packhorses, he took his fam-
ily. This poor run with minimal resources required the resourcefulness and
skills demonstrated by the Fowler family. Stanley Fowlers’ brother William
broke his leg at remote Stanley Vale (with its homestead on the shores of
Lake Guyon). Reaching a doctor involved travel by horse both ways so
Fowler used a fencing standard as a splint and his leg set crooked. ‘No
good for walking but alright for riding.” The Fowler family were made of
stern material.

Angus McLeod followed Stanley Fowler as head shepherd at the Island
Hills Cottage. The Tekoa Account Book 1890-91 records Angus McLeod
commenced in 1891 at 80 pounds per year as head shepherd to be found
in cottage with firewood, flour and mutton.

In 1911 Budge McRae built and added the wooden part of the 5 bedroom
homestead to the brick core and a year later also built the woolshed and
stables. The oak tree in front of the homestead marks the spot where two
children of the head shepherd Angus McLeod were buried.

The Glencoe River was originally named the George River and had its
name changed after Edgar Jones of Summerdale agreed with his neigh-
bouring runholders to slaughter his whole mob of six thousand sheep after
ten scab infected sheep infiltrated Jones’ mob. These were brutal efforts
to eradicate scab sheep mite from the Amuri County. Some sheep were
slaughted into the Waiau River, and some into the then named George
River which ran red all the way to the Hurunui River. This reminded the
McRaes of a similar slaughter in the Glencoe Glen, Scotland. Scab was
eventually eradicated from New Zealand (Maps in Canterbury Museum).

The homestead lies at 400m asl with the mountains at the back rising to
1704m asl. Island Hills is divided by rivers, the Dove, Glencoe, Mandamus
and Silverbrook and many streams, hence the name Island Hills, an island
of hills amongst the rivers.

L . - = .I v -
The two parts of Island Hills homastead, ihe brck core out to
the right and the added wooden section on the lafl

Photo by Dr Brian Masan. 2000

The four-wheeted buggy ‘which Arthur Shand used to
bring all his betongings to the Island Hills Station in 1828

Aboul 1972 a gale force wind lifted the wooden ve-
randa and roof iron exposing the original shingle roof.

: ! . P
Antnor Shand on the Hurunui Range, behind
him the ranges io the north-west,

i i
Shand famity gathering under the cak tree. 1982




....As [ look out through the little wooden frames
across a snow covered lawn towards the graves of
Mrs Angus McLeods little children who lie buried be-
neath & 100 year old Qak, [ reflect what this lonely little
woman must have endured 100 years ago. The an-
guished mother must have looked out through exactly
the same window saying ‘come home my man, our
children are sick, come home | need vour help so
desperately...our little ones are in extreme isolation
from medical help.’ There was no telephone and two
rvers {o negotiate in the deep Mandamus Gorge...’

In a letter of reflection written by Arthur Charles Shand
13th June 1286
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Historic buildings and places

Fram the Inventory of Historic Places on Marth Canterbury High Cauntry Runs.
Compiled by J Kearvall lor Historic Resources Unit, Department of Conservation

The second Glens of Tekoa Homestead
Built in 1859 by William, George and Roderick McRae [t Is the oldest sur-
viving example of the homes erected by the first setliers in this area of
North Canterbury, The first homestead was built on amival at Home Gully
which runs into the Silver Brook in 1858 The second homestead, in style
and consfruction Is typical of the houses early pioneers were able to build
from materials at hand. Wel clay, tusssock and rushes were placed in a
hale {which can still be seen) then consolidated into sod by the hooves of
a buliock. Handlools maoulding the sod for the house. (McRae S, The
Glens of Tekoa 1968), The steeply pitched roof and sheltering verandah
were formed with rafters of beech cut from the nearby bush which were
then covered with shingles. Broad cob chimneys at each end added stabil-
ity. Partitions are wattle and daub construction. It is the family interest
which has ensured the cotfage's survival as a fine reminder of pioneer
building and an important link in the history of Amun
(Historic Places Trust)

Glens of Tekea the second Homestead

The Glens of Tekoa Homestead

The second homestead built iIn 1865, The hncks were made from clay in a
kiln, the remains of which can still be seen near the homestead. The slates
were imported from Wales, cedar doors and window-sashes were im-
ported from Scotland, and carted overland by bullocks from Saltwater
Creek at the mouth of the Ashley River (Historic Places Trust)

Two plagues in the sod homestead al Glens of Tekoa
The first church service in the Amurl was held. (see
botiom plague)

Glens of Tekoa Woolshed

1883 James Stewart and Co bullt the presenl woolshed complete with
the loading shute for woal for 502 pounds. Earlier thal year a disaster-
ous fire had burnt the previous woolshed to the ground. (Account Book
1893-94 and 1893 Glens of Tekoa Diary)

Island Hills Homestead
The Tekoa Diary and 1877 Accounts Book records William Blyth a brick
layer {from Chester Street Easl) spent 27 days building the brick core of
the Island Hills Homestead and the roof was shingled. It was made out
of brick baked In the Tekoa kiln which i1s still visible. The clay for the
bncks came from a bank at the Glens of Tekoa. Tekoa Account Books
1886-87 & 1890-91 record Stanley Fowler was head shepherd based at
the Island Hills brick cottage:
In 1891 Angus McLeod (wife Alice) commenced as head shepherd in
the cottage of two rooms and a kitchen. In 1911 the bullding was added
to by George McRae with the wooden extension. In the early 1940's
Edwyn Shand, A.C Shand's brother, bulll on one more bedroom.

Glens of Tekoa Homestead




Island Hills Woolshed
Built in 1912 for George McRae when Island Hills Station was
broken off from Glens of Tekoa. Weatherboard and corrugated
iron materials are painted a red ochre, all the fimber is hearl rimu
and is in good condition,

¥ . o |

) Mocketts Motors Truck lsaving the Island Hills Woolshed

Island Hills Cookhouse 1932
This is a large buliding 20 metres long built in 1912 for Budge McRae, for
shepherds and shearers accommodation. It has four main rooms, a bunk-
room, cooks room, kitchen, dining room and a washroom. The connection
between all rooms was along an outside veranda, typical of early stations.
Hearl nmu was again used for the limber waork along with a corrugated
iran roof. It is well maintained and still used by students, shearers and
trampers

Bush Hut

Arthur Shand oversaw the building of mustenng huts. The onginal Valley
Camp was built in 1929 beneath the Organs and the Bush Hut was buill
by the Norweglan Chris Johansen. During the depression lhe govermnment
paid the unemployed to work in the back country. Johansen worked with
Arthur Shand to bulld the Bush Hut for musterers in 1932, |t is buill in the
Scandinavian style of the time made entirely of hand adzed red beech
logs which were sniggered into place durning the winter of 1231, Moss was
used 1o fill the gaps between the logs and a corrugated iron roof to finish
It is now used by trampers and walkers. The Silver Brook hut was built
about 1972

Island Hills Stables
The stables were built In 1912 for Budge (George) McRae. Corrugated
iron roof, and iron clad walls along with heart rimu for the limber work It
is a very good example of a well-designed high country stable. ltisa 3
sfall stable with two loose box rooms, harness room, chaff room and a
place for storing bugays

Glens of Tekoa Graves

The graves are marked with white painted crosses In a cemetery surmounded by a
paling fence, |ust behind the homestead. The young infants, Roderick John
McRae and his cousin Wallace Gordon Moore were buned here, the swollen
Mandamus River was too high to transport them out to & consecrated graveyard.

Island Hills grave site

The grave sife is under the oak tree at the [sland Hills cottage where Head Shep- |,
herd of Tekoa, Angus MclLeod and his wife Alice lived. In the cattage they brought
up their family, two of their children drowned in the river and were buried in the
homestead garden with an oak tree placed as a marker. This was because the
dangerous Mandamus River was in flood they could not reach a consecrated
cemetery, The site is cared for by the Shand family and Arthur Shand fixed a sign
to the oak ree, "spare a thought for the head shepherd Angus McLeod and his
wife who buried their childran here al this outpost’ y - )
Looking from the Istand Hills Homestead to the
Oak tree with the graves beneath, 2000
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Summerdale Hut

The eight bunk Summerdale hut was built in the late 1800's. It was prob-
ably originally buill for the fencers buildng the Summerdale-Island Hilis
block boundary. It has also served as a musterers and boundary keepers
hut.

Mei Mei Hut

This very old hut In the upper Glencoe River (Summerdale) still stands
and was built for musterers and boundary keepers

Dove Hut
This is the oldest hul (Cascade Hut) in the districl built sometime in 1890, This 7 1
photo was laken in January 1987 and the hut was burmt down one month later.  ° _.ﬁ..,;

A man named Briggs who was camping out at the Dove Hut drowned In the

: y : . : Mei Mel Hut in the upper Glencae catchment
Dove River in 1922 Sid Holland before he was Prime Minister stayed at this Arthur Shand with Ada and Sly Grogg wait

hul. ing patiently about 1578

Bridges

The first bridge to span the Mandamus River was built in 1932 constructed
by Williamson & Co. This was an important step in providing better vehicie
access to Glens of Tekoa and Island Hills Stations The second bridge
built in 1952 was a suspension bridge This was designed and built by
Arthur Lush and Canterbury University students

Dove Hut in 1987

The site of Gills Yards
Gill in 1894 was caught sheep stealing in the area. He would coliect a small
mob of sheep and lake them over to the Wesl Coast where he would sell
themn before coming back to repeal the operation. All thal remains is a rough
clearing with a few pieces of wire on the western side of lhe Hurunui Range
In August 1894 'Father (George McRas) wenl to Culverden on the Gills
Case’. In 26 September 1894, Angus McLeod and his brother (Alex) wenlt up
the Mandamus to collect Gills sheep and 1o bring his hut down from the bush.
(Tekoa Diary 1894)

istoric buildings and




Physical connections

For many years Island Hills and Glens of Tekoa Stations were isolated from many recessilies because of he
tweo oflen dangerous river crossings which were needed in order (o reach the oulsitde woild

The first lower steel bridge

The gorge of the Mandamus River was very steep, either horse
or pony power was used to transport goods over this tricky cross- = +
ing. In earlier years Roderick John McRae and his cousin Wal-
lace Gordon Moore died and unable to be buried in a consecrated |
graveyard were instead buried behind the Glens of Tekoa Home- '
stead. Two of Angus McLeods children drowned in the river and £
were unable to be buried in a consecrated graveyard due to the
swollen rivers and inaccessibility. They were buried near Island
Hills Homestead with an oak planted to mark the spot.

The McRae families at Glens of Tekoa appeared to have given up
hope of getting either of the two bridges built which were needed
to provide safe and easy access to the stations. Mr Marmaduke |
Bethell of Pahau Pastures suggested that they approach Mr
George Forbes of Cheviot County who had just been elected
Prime Minister.

After subsequent meetings with Mr Forbes questions were asked, . e
the final question directed at Y.T.Shand was “what relation are = = e S =
you to G.E.T. Shand of the ‘Blue Duck’ property in Kaikoura?” He Epcation of the twt bridges crossing the
answered, “he is my brother!!” “Well” replied Mr Forbes, “I bet- ;
ter give a subsidy for bridging the Mandamus right away”. G.E.T
Shand had received some publicity by threatening to shoot Mr
Jimmy Boyd, Chairman of the Kaikoura County Council if medi-
cal and other essential services could not be given better access
to his family in the event of sickness or urgency.

..l'-.n.. .

Mandamug River

Hon George Forbes advised that when the first lower bridge had
been built they should meet with him to make arrangements for:
a subsidy for the second bridge. J
After much arranging the construction for the first bridge was un-
derway, it was constructed by Williamson & Co and completed - -t
in;:1932 and officially opened by Marmaduke Bethell, Chairman :

of the Council. (Arthur Shand in Canterbury University Chronicle. ng tiown of the first bridge :
V¢!2—3\,N09, 1990) the previousty uncrossable Mandamus River

The first bridge 2007,

1932 bndne over Mas River photo taken about
1833. Sheep and musterers seen on the bridge

1832 bridge with struls stll in place




The second bridge - Arthur Lush

Once the first bridge had been completed in 1932, they approached Mr George
Forbes to discuss the subsidy for the second bridge. He declared, “/ cannot
grant the loan | promised, our country is bankrupt.” The Amuri County Council
also couldn’t help, replying that they had no funds available to assist. Bob
Semple, Minister of Works was not happy with the councils decision, “Well”,
said the Minister of Works, “if you (the Council) cannot help, | will. We’'ll put up
a bridge that will still be there when you and | are pushing up daises!” A Cal-
lender-Hamilton steel bridge was decided upon. At the time the price of steel
was reasonable and tenders were called, however the Korean War had just
started and the price of steel doubled. There was now no hope of building the
bridge.

Finally Arthur Lush, a lecturer at Canterbury University, came to the rescue
and offered to bring a group of engineering students from the University to
build the suspension bridge as their practical project in the summer holidays.
It was designed, constructed and completed by 1952 and offically opened
by Charles Upham, V.C and Bar. (Arthur.C.Shand in Canterbury University
Chronicle.Vol23.N09.1990)

1 I.
Vo U4 B . |

Lesiey, Diana and Edwyn Shand cross the wobbly old swing bridge with
ir!uu pet shesp, The bridge was replaced by a vehicie bridge in 1952

-

" Diga Shand, the first crossing of the Mandamus Charles Upham cutting the ribbon and officially opening the bridge
Rivef onthe new bridge,The Press 1852 \ % 1% _
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Fencing

Around the 1880’s major fencing projects were undertaken. Circumstances in the 1880’s
meant run holders had more money available. Fencing became a priority, partly driven
by the fear of the sheep getting scab, and to stop the spread of rabbits. Up until then the
run holders had relied on natural boundaries to keep the sheep on their property, such
as rivers, beech forest and the territorial nature of merino. Men act as boundary keepers.
Also lonely barking dogs were placed strategically with their kennels discouraging merino
sheep from straying.

Tekoa was no exception. The Tekoa 1883-85 Account Book records Edgar Jones of the
Upper Waiau Station (Summerdale) had to contribute half the cost of fencing materials,
and errecting the boundary fence into position. The fence ran from the Mandamus River
to the Dove River. 1326 iron standards were used and the fence contract was for 16
pounds per mile and required the fencers to pack fencing materials onto the fence line.

There were other new fences erected during this period on Tekoa to contain blocks of
country in order to curtail wandering stock.

A C Shand counting out after tailing. 1868 Tim Cullwick, Ray Marshall, Warren Grimwood in the background

hysical connecti




Cultural

On the Balmoral Block and the Dampier there are signs of early Maor| habitation, such as small pieces of green slone
and two large greenstone adzes, whal would appear lo be a stone anchor, large and defined grooves for the flax ropes.

iMcRae.S The Glens of Tekoa)

Stands of kowhai and 1i kouka (cabbage tree) through the Mandamus are associated with old sites special to the
Waitaha For this place is an old pathway between what we know as Nelson and Canterbury

Census data from Apnl 1821, shows that the stations within the Pahau Riding Area were: Balmoral, Culverden, Culverden
Estate(part), Glens of Tekoa, Kaiwarra, Pahau, River Dove, Sanford Downs and St Leonards. A total population of 216,

with 146 men and 70 females.

At the Glens of Tekoa there were 12 men and 10 females. At the River Dove - 5 Men

Prow of istand Hills Syncline, Makare and Peater Ruka with
Diana Shand in Ihe middle, 2000
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The 1882 map was a fracing by Craig Mason of a map on the North Canterbury Catchment
Board Files (the map possibly no longer exists).




The stables 1912
The cookhouse 1912

Island Hiils
Homestead — e
built in 1877,
added to in 1811
[
Island Hills Station The woalshed
built 1812

David Thomas 1248
0il on paper

Istand Hills Homestead mink meL::d ha;i sgua]p
i erd Angus Mo -] -
gt i dren were buried, over 100 years

ago.




Glens of Tekoa 1963
Brownie Davidson

Oh, the bold hills, and the brave hills,
And the hills of a thousand songs.

Oh, the cruel hills, and the tough hills,
And the hiils where my heart belongs

Where the sheep find feed and contentment,

And the keas fly free and wild,

Where the cattie browse in the gullies,
And the air is saft and mld.

Let my children know the mountains,
And leam to love them frue.

Let my chitdren know the valleys,

And trust and love them too.

-Shona McRae (Glens of Tekoa 1968)

Tekoa homestead and
sodhouse




Austin A Deans 1950

He painted the Mandamus River when it was
slightly discoloured. A large Mandamus llood
reached bank to bank across the nver bed

Ruby Stratton 1948,
The painter was the local slock agent's wife:
Looking up stream to Mt Micholson, the larger than life garage was 1 1/2km from the Island Hills Homestead, sited on

the bank of the Mandamus River. No other garage was closer to the homestead The visible two plank bridge was the
lsland Hills fifeline when the river fiooded (Note the road goes to the river ford, not 1o cross the bridge),




Isiand Hills Station next lo the Dove River
Water colour by David Thomas. 1948
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This is considered to be at the junction of the Mandamus and Hurunul Rivers. James The Gorge of the Hurunui
Preston werking for Reid and Bryant whose homestead was al the junction of the James Preston 1854
Pahau River with the Hurunul River. Watercolour Bx11 1/4 inches

The inscnption reads, “Stard i1 this bush near the gorge of the Hooroanoey for 39 days
by myseif cutling posts. Bryan! came occasionally with the buliocks for a foad. Bryant
and myself at dinner. 1854."




The Mandamus River
The same as always

The river glistening in the sun,

The pool a deeper blue, set by

Where curves the water. Children run
Race along beneath blue sky

Straight into the waiting cool.

Cries of joy and sweet delight

Come floating now around the pool
Summer sounds of youth and might,
Happy sounds that tell us tales

Of days gone by when they were young.
Before the time of power and mails.
When life was quiet, and songs were sung
Around camp fires at end of day,

On summer nights when all was still.
Oh, happy years so long away,

Be yours to comfort and fulfill

The lenging in my heart oft-times

That children now may sometimes feel
The music as the river rhymes

The goodness as the waters heal.

-Shaona McRae

Dove River confiuence ——

The Mandamus River looking downstream and at
the Arthur Lush bridge. {1990%)

T e .
The Mandamus River with part of the The Mandamus River {2007) Looking upsteam with beech forest
Little Organ In the background. edging the river and kanuka forest
regenerating back to beech forest.

The spurs of Michotsons Knob in the
background




Connections with place

Crver the years and decades there are many people who have, visited, seen, worked, horse trekked, tramped and raversed
the Beautiful landscape arcund Glens of Tekoa and Island Hills. Many many memones have been created and shared by
e pecple ordinary and tamous, groups and individugls who have been and spent lime in tns Catchment

Captain Charles Hazlitt Upham

Captain Charles Hazlett Upham VC and Bar. Island Hills
head shepherd for 3 years prior to WWII, he later remarked
that it was hard to believe he had been paid for those years
which he had worked, he felt as if he was on a perpelual
holiday. The work was, however, often arduous, requinng
slickability as this account lllustrates. Yearly Arthur Shand
worried the Island Hills sale ewes would gel rapped behind
an unbndged, looded Mandamus River preventing them
reaching the annual Culverden sale, Upham therefore was
required to start early for lhat sale, to which buyers from all
over Canterbury came. For a week or so with his horse and

gll:lgﬁ he T“Izdﬁe ShE;E \;{EI"‘;" 512'“';? ?Vert:‘lhe :ﬁ mllE;E. Richard Ormond and friend tn front, Mollie and Charle Upham rear left,

eeping beside ihe mob 1o keep them logether, hus eliMi- ney ormond, Diga and Arthur Shand at the old Valley Camp 8 April 1973
nating the nsk of the Island Hills sheep missing reaching the  The men stayed there for a week cooking on the opan fire and yarming
Culverden sale yards in time. about old times while the boys went shooting.

When WWII broke out the younger Shand brothers Alan,
Maurice and Edwyn served under Charles Upham in the
same regiment, Captain Upham was present with Lieutenant
Edwyn Shand when he died at Ruweisat Ridge, El Alamein,
Egypl. After the war Charles Upham officially opened the
1952 bridge over the Mandamus River

Brian Masan

Dr Brian Mason m January 2000 on a visit to NZ brought his wife to show
her Island Hills. This was 51 years after he had as a University of Canter-
bury lecturer brought up the first of the student geology field trips in 1249
Based al the Island Hills Cookhouse the field tnps have retumed in May
ever since. They come to lock at the complex geology within the Mandamus
Catchment and surrounding area. Dr Brian Mason as a student made Island
Hills the centre of his geological studies. In 2003 Canterbury University
gave him a Honorary doctorale same years after he had relired as head of Istand Hills Station Homestead

Geology with the Smithsonian Institute. February 2000
Taken by Brian Mason

John Pascos

John Pascoe in the early 1930's would lead members of the Christchurch Mountaineenng Club on
tramps from the end of the formed car road which stopped at the confiuence of the Mandamus River
with the Hurunui River From there they would tramp al the head of the Mandamus Catchment. This
had to be done after work finished on Saturdays, there was no 40 hour week then The tramps by
necessily slarted from the tin (goods) shed on the outside of the gorge  This was because no car
was able to access Tekoa or Island Hills with the mulliple Mandamus River crossings and minimalis-
fic dray road. On reaching Island Hills the cook al the cookhouse gave lhemn an early evening meal
On they would tramp to the newly buill Valley Camp Hut about 9 miles upstream. There they would
sleep in relays at the 7 bunk hut before climbing in the head of the Calchment which included Skid-
dadle, the Organ Range and Nicholson's Knob before making their way down the Mandamus River
1o the waiting bus and would head home ready for Monday's working wesk.

Professar Arnold Wall
Professor Amold Wall (1869-1866) carmed out a number of botanical collecting trips to Island Hills. Chair of
English Languages and literature, he was both passionate and an advocale for distinclive plant heritage.

ections of




Shona McRae
Shona McRae was the wife of Willlam Dampier (Bill) McRae of Glens of Tekoa. She always said she had a close as-
sooiation with three major stalions along the Hurunui River, She was the eldest daughter of Leslie (LRC) and Mina
McFarlane of Kalwara Her father gave his wife Mina the Lakes Station which Shona grew to know intimately, Later
when Mina McFarlane died, the Lakes Station in the Catchment of the North Branch of the Hurunul River was lefi to
her 18 grandchildren including Shona's three children Robyn, Beau and Katy. Furthermore, Tekoa until 1938 had in-
cluded all land draining the Catchment on the North side of the Hurunul River to Lake Sumner. Shona wrote a number
of books including 1968 'Glens of Tekoa', then ‘Gone for Good 1985, then in 1993 she wrote 'Source fo the Sea’
aboul the Hurunut River. In 1969 she also wrote ‘Kaly One Summer

Leslle C McFarlane
Leslie (LRC) McFarlane owned Kaiwara Station on the Hurunui River and also Lakes Station in the North
Branch of the Hurunui River. He was the father of Shona McRae and author of many books including “Amur

Guy Mannenng
Guy Mannering a professional photographer was an uncle of Georgie, Beau McRae's wife. Guy illustrated
with photographs Shona McRae's book ‘Kaly One Summer which was sel al Glens of Tekoa,

Tom Shand
Thomas (Tom) Shand, a cousin of Arthur Shand visited Island Hills a number of times before and after

becoming cabinet minister In Keith Holyoak’s National Government.

Tim Wallis

Sir Tim Wallis' mother Janice and Aunt Belsy, nee Blunden, were also
cousins of Arthur Shand and Tom Shand. Tim and his sister Josephine
were friends as well as relations, When deer were thick in the Mandamus :
Calchment, Tim used his helicopter for shooting and later for capturing BN = A LAl CUNS
deer Summerdale Hul, Batsy Blunden and Fred
Parson aboul 1931.5he is recognised as
the first professional aipine woman guide in
the warld. She guided in the Mount Cook
region,

l.ance McCaskill

Lance McCaskill was passionate in his crusades for better protection of
Mew Zealand's indigenous flora and fauna and was a pioneer in soil
conservation. He considered that flooding in the lower reaches of nvers
was |inked to erosion in the mountains. He came to Island Hills and
Summerdale (Glynn Wye) a number of times in the 1950's and 1960's
looking at eroded mountains in the upper calchment and to see the
work being done for pasture management. He was also the author of
‘Molesworth' and other books and pamphiets.

Professor Walker as a Lincoln College lecturer on soll science, came
also 1o see the soil husbandry being undertaken

Lance McCaskill, Arthur Shand and others beside
the Monk. (Korar Downs) The view looks across
the Dove River to Michalscn Knab in the back-
ground.

Elsie LLocke

Elsle Locke (1912-2001) was a woman whose drive tumed her dreams into reality. She was an impressive amaleur
historical researcher and author of numerous books including “Runaway Setflers” She also wrote 'Discovering the
Marrisons” pioneer history of William Morrison and his family, Elsie’s ancestors The family in the story makes their
way up the Hurunui River then down the West Coast Elsie was slill tramping in her 80°s including a tramp with the
Christchurch Tramping Club to the hills in the Mandamus River headwaters. To give her daughter, Alison, a backcoun-
try holiday she took the job as a temporary shepherd and shearers’ cook al Glens of Tekoa in January 1961

Penny Goddard
Penny Goddard in 2007 became the second New Zealand woman 1o climb Everest As a friend of the
family, from childhood she visited Island Hills with her grandmother and other members of her family
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Culverden Cubs

Culverden Cubs visited and explored al Island Hills in
March 1982,

Cubs under the oak kree Cubs al island Hills

St Johns Ambulance Gala and Garden Party

‘Baturday 20th Febuary 1993, the Order of 5t John held its annual Garden Party
Gala at the property of Glens of Tekoa, The annual garden party gala is the St
Johns main fundraising event and provides the bulk of their funds to operate their
ambulance which is based in Culverden. Georgy McRae says she is extremely
pleased to offer the property as a venue . sees it as a loken of appreciation for

the help the community offered duning the August snow storms . ;
31 Johns Ambulance Garden
Party at Glens of Tekoa

Kiwi Conservation Club
The Kiwi Conservation Club, junior Forest and Bird members walked out
lo the Bush Hut in 1992
= S
":l ,' _l_.-!"'—-t l.""_:.'

KCC at Bush Hut 1982

Yahoo Blke Race

Yahoo Bike Race holds a yearly bike race which started
in 2002 and I=s limited to 600 participants. Photo showing
all the cars parked at Island Hills Station then they took
off racing to the hills:

Canterbury University
Since 1949 second-year Geology studenis have had an annual field trip to Island Hills Sta-

tion. The students spend two weeks studying the geology and formations in the area
Since about 2000 some students stay in the Glens of Tekoa Cookhouse.

Other groups Include

Balmoral Pony Club and other pony clubs 2007 Canterbury geclogy siudents

!.!uﬁ}nng the rocks below the Arthur
MNumerous tramping clubs, eg, Christchurch, Catholic and Peninsula tramping clubs LSS AR, e Filves

Historic Places Society and other historical groups

Riccarton Primary and High school, Burnside High, Amuri Area Schiool and Hawarden
School groups, Marsden Girls College visiled and went an a horse trek,

Womens Division of Federated Farmers
Numerous bus tours from Christchurch
Forest and Bird

Farm Forestry Association

Hawarden Area School studen! Tha Balmoral Porry Club Camp In January
Garden Clubs skeiching the old Istand Hills home- 1980 st Glens of Tekoa
slead They were staying al Glens of
Tekoa Cookhouse. 1952
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Commercial Ventures at Island Hills

Oves the years, as well as being a sheep stalion Island Hills Statian has supplemented iis Incame by integrating lounsm
through harse treks and ramping ventures, lounsm is now an impaitan! parl of farm management

Island Hills Safaris
During the years 1968-1972, Island Hills ran horse trekking tours and
wild game hunting trips. As the trek guide, Lesley Shand led
trekkers up the bushelad hills and into the isolated river valleys

Ready o go. Cutsade
e Bush Hut 1970

Lestey Shand with Trooper
initiated, managed and guided
these horss Ireks

Trekkers near Clay Knob

Hurunui High Country Walking Track

This high country walking track was created by Dan and Mandy Shand opening in Febuary
2003 They spent 2 ¥ years clearng a track and preparnng for the trampers to come and
enjoy the beaubful surroundings: The Track covers 30km over three mights and takes you
through many different types of vegetation and landscapes including farmland. beech forest
and sub-alpine terrain

Bush Hut
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Species r_-nl ected at "Inla.ncl Eﬂla“ Mandamus Hiver, N.Canterbury.
Specimens filed at DSIR herbarium, Lincoln.

P : Push Stream, 5 : Shingle Stream and lake, 0 : Organ Stream and

* naturalised

Ferns

Aeplenium flabellifolium O
A, hoockerianum var. colensoi
A, vichardii O

Blechrmum minus 9]

B, chambersii O

B, fluviatile 3B, 0

B, vuleanicum 8

B, sp.2 mountain kiockio O
Botrychium millefoliuim 3B

Dryopteris filix-mas B, O
Grammitis billardiersi B
G. poeppigiana 0
Histiopteris incisa S
Hypolepis ambigua &

H. millefolium 0
Lycopodium fastigiatum B
L. volubile B
Ophioglogsum coriaceum
Polystichum vestitum O

GCymnosperms
Podocarpus hallil B

Dicotyledons

Acsena agnipila O

A. anserinifolis B, ©

A, caesiiglauca 3

A. glabra 0

L, inermis B

A, juvenca B, 8

4. novas—gzelandise P
Aristotelia serrata B
Brachycome sinclairii 0
Carmichaelia angustata B, O
Carpodetus serratus
Cassinia leptophylla
Celmisia gpectabilis
Clematis forsterl B,
Colebanthus acicularis O

Coprosma (page 2)

odnwo

0
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Coprosma linariifolia B, 0

C. lueida B

0. microcarpae B 0

C. aff, parvifiora sp.t. S

C. rhemnoides B, 0

C. Tugosa B, 0

Corokia cotoneaster B, 0

Craspedia unifleora 0

Cyathodes colensoi O

C. juniperina 0, §

Dracophylium uniflorum O

Epilobium brunmescens ssp. brunnescens
H. brummescens sep. mimitiflorum B
B. chiopnanthum 8§

E. macropus O

E, melanocsulon O

E. pubens O

E. rotundifelivm O

Fragaria veseca (

Gaultheria antipoda B

G. depressa var. novase-zelandise B
Gentiana cemvabifess 0 beli eved
Ceranium microphyllum S

Geum leiospermum B

Gingidia montana O
Goaphalium audax 8

G. limogum O, B

Gonocarpus montanus. B
Griselinia 1littoralis O
Hebe brachysiphon 0O

H. rapulii B

H, salicifolia §

H, traversii 3B, 0
Helichrysum intermedium O
Hoheria 1yallii O
Hydrocotyle novas-zelandise S
Hunzea ericoides B, 0

lagenifers cunsata 3B

L. strangulata B
Leptinella dieica S

Ieptospermum scoparium B, 0O
Myocelis murelis 3B

Myosotis peticlata B
Myreine divaricata B
Nerters depressa B
Nothofagus fusca B

H. menziesii O

Olearia avicennimefolia B, O
0. nummlarifolia B, 0
Oreomyrrhis ramosa §

Cxalis magellanica O
Parahebe 1yallil B, 0
Pimelea orecphila 0O
Pittosporum divaricatum B
Potentilla anserinoides §
Pegeudopanax anomalus 3

P, arboreus B

F. crassifolius 0
Ranunculus glabrifolius B, B
A. membranifolius B

R. reflexus O

Raoulias glabra B

H. hookeri B

0

b be an wndestrvbed griian
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Ribes uva-crispa 0

Rubus c¢issoides O

R. schmidelioides 8

Seleranthus onifleorus O

Senecio bellidiocides (=Brachyglottis) 0
8., wairauensis 8

Traversia baccharoides 4]

TUrtiea incisa B, 0

Wahlenbergia albomarginata B, O

Monocotyledona

Carex dissita 8

C. maorica B

C. secta 5, B

C. solandri O

Chionochloa conspicua B

Dichelachne crinita O

Fleocharis acuta §

Elymus narduroides O

Hierochloe redolems O

Isolepis potteii O

lachnagrostis filiformis var. semiglabra

Libtertia ixioidesn 0

Iuzula picta var. pallida B

Potamogeton cheegemanii 8

Pterostylis banksii O

Rytidosperma gracile O

Schoenus pauciflorus (pendant form
of Moors & Edgar 1570,p.19L) B

Thelymitre 0

Trisetum "slender" 0, S

Uneinia uneinata O

k.

Collectors

21 February 1977 Bush Streanm

11-16 March 1991 Bush Stream

Shingle Stream
Organ Stream and

ridge to The Organ

From Bryony McMillan.
Collected by Bryony and Liz Woods.

0

M.C.Douglase

B
D.L.Betham
P
B.louglass

B.BH.Mecmillan
E.H.Woods
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SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF SPECIES CITED IN TEXT

.. Oiearia paniculata
. Poa coliensol

bracken ... .. ... Prertdium esculenmum
bristle tossock. ... Ryidosperma setifolium
broadleall ... Griselinte hitoralis
broadleaved snow ussock.. i Chionochloa flavescens
OO i i s s i e s e i CWINUS SCOpriey
browntop.......... T A - i o grosiis lers
bnish RIWYET .o v Rubus elssoides
........................................... ... Wubus schmideltoides
CATDCE BTHES o1 i3 aah S i i i o Chionochloa australls
coral Broom ... i Corallaspartium crasstcanle
COMOMAAISY ... ooeiiiiii i Eimista spectabilis
Creeping POMUEHNC itz iis ki isa b iy Muehlenbeckia avillaris
OOBIWHREE. . . i issios i inminmiis soniiossis s Leucogeney grandiceps
Feseue MUBSOCK <o s virminniis vemsss sovsmon s st 11 Festuca sp.
fuchsia .......... o uchsta excorlicata
HOIACT SPEATRIRES . ... v i mbaimn e ssiaie s v s s Aeiphyvifa aurea
Y o s o 50 S A Ulex ewropeens
DRPEBBIL ... i nmmonsiianis s ni s e Wahlenbergia albomarginata
IERRIARN. | oo ons vt pcste ey s i vd Kunzea ericoldey
OO ryrres s sprpvsicssissmisrrrs s ey Pittosporum tenuifidium
TR .. s it s b i e Hebe salicifolla
RO . v v st s b Saphora microphylla
BRIV .y oy i s iy s i b Psendopanax crassifolius
BPAEINRGE e icmnns i s Vv i g0 Leplospermum scoparium
i U —— Discaria toumatou
midribbed Snow tSE0CK. ... oo Chionochioa palleny
MOUIMAIN DEBEh e Nethafagus solandri var. cliffortiotdes
moutain flax ... .. Phormium cookianum
APRCRITMART RAKE ... Diracophyllum uniflorum
mowdain nbbonwood ... Hoherio vallit
HOUnAn WIREDEITY .o LAristotelia fruticosa
mouse-ear hawkweed..... . Hieracium pilosella
HALIVE BIOOIM ..o ey Carmichaelia sp.
1L T e PP Notothinspi rosulatum
prickly MIBGIMINGI . ... oooooooceersir e Cyvathodes juniperina
prickly shield fem. ... ......coroimrnie sy Palystichum vestitum
PUIEPUREWEER ..o s Carpedetus serratu
red beech............. e Nerthofagus fusea

red-flowering mistletoe. ... ... Peraxilla tetrapetala

SHEEP S SAMTEl .. __Rumex neetosella
siiverbeecl ...y _Nothofagus menzigsii

shim spow seock., .o _ Chisnochioa macra
smowbermy . ... ... ... . Gaultherta depressa var. novae-zelandiae
SIOW MOWATH. o Podocarpus nivalis

sweed vertil Anthoxanthum odoratum
tauhinu Classinia leptophviia
three-finger ... .. Pseudopanax colensor

DR M s ] Cortaderia richardil

1 R R R S ke o vt {Cariarin sarmenlosa
wilding pines....... Finuy sp.

el haeg s e e s Racomitrium lanuginosum
vellowwood. ... e Caprosma Tinaridfolia
Yorkshire fog ... . T v Holous lanatus

Somerdale Stattan; A Repeot on Bealogioal Vadwes, Propared fur Fovest aind Bivd by Aike Havding, March 1998
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Mandamus Study Area

Land Cover Database Name Polygon Count Sum Hectares
Forest Harvested I 2.2
River I 3.4
Pine Forest - Open Canopy | 49
Deciduous Hardwoods 3 0.4
Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods 3 0.
Landslide Il 211
Afforestation (imaged, post LCDB 1) Vi 36.6
River and Lakeshore Gravel and Rock i) G8.6
Gorse and Broom 13 0.7
Alpine Grass-/Herbfield 12 120.8
Pine Forest - Closed Canopy 10 [30.0
Atforestation (not imaged) 3 1311
Depleted Tussock Grassland 1B [39.3
Other Exotic Forest i 81.0
Sub Alpine Shrubland Za 4212
Alpine Gravel and Rock 82 985.a
High Producing Exotic Grassland 13 I066.7
Tall Tussock Grassland k2 Z2al0 |
Low Producing Grassland Z2a 26401
Indigenous Forest G2 3186.7
Manuka and or Kanuka 102 a21a.0
Catchment Area I6976.4

(Table of map on page 24)

Source LCDBZ.
S. Thompson
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